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Purpose / What is the HABATAKI Project?

Thank you for participating in the 4th Support Our Kids Reunion and to your continuous cooperation 
and support to the Support Our Kids project. The Support Our Kids project is a 10-year project which 
aims to support the independence of children affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake and 
nurture them into becoming future reconstruction leaders. With the cooperation and support of 
embassies and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, we provide overseas homestay program to make this 
happen. 

This year, we started a new homestay program in Australia and have now sent a total of 290 
students abroad. With the cooperation of Tokyo Big Sight, we also held “STAND UP SUMMIT 2015”
for students to discuss reconstruction. Returnees of our homestay program who started their own 
project, HABATAKI, are currently working on “Tohoku x Nepal Reconstruction Outreach Project” to 
support children affected by the Nepal Earthquake. I feel that these children are working their way to 
become the future reconstruction leaders of Tohoku.

The Reunion event is held for participants to present their opinions on the current situation of 
Tohoku, experiences abroad, and the plans for their future. We also have friends, guardians and 
supporters of these children in attendance to the event. 

To those who will be presenting today, we hope you will tell us all about your experiences and to the 
listeners, kindly lend your ears and continue to support these children. 

It is unfortunate that I cannot attend today, but I will be cheering you on from New Zealand.

November 29, 2015

Support Our Kids Committee

Honorary Chairman Ian Kennedy

(Former Ambassador of New Zealand to Japan)

Purpose

The Reunion was organized to make it a stage for students to grow and shine. Upon asking 

the students to help and suggest a name for this event, New Zealand program participant 

Saki Ito suggested “Habataki”. Habataki in Japanese means to flap or flutter one’s wings. 

She said, “We were able to fly because of the support of many. From now on, we will fly on 

our own and repay the kindness and support we received.”

What is the HABATAKI Project?
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Summary/Program

※Honorific titles are omitted

Date: November 29, 2015 (Sun) 13:00～18:00

Location: Tohoku Fukushi University Keyaki Hall

Hosted By: Support Our Kids Committee

Co-hosted By: Tohoku Fukushi University 

Attendees: 211 (105 are students)

Keyaki Hall

12：30 Reception

13：00 Opening ／ MC: Junko Akisawa (TBS Announcer)

・Opening Speech Yu Sakamoto (Reunion 2015 Committee／US Homestay 2013 Participant)

・Greetings         Yukiatsu Akizawa (Support Our Kids Committee Executive Director)

13：20 HABATAKI Symposium①

Participating in the overseas homestay program

14：40 HABATAKI Symposium②

Fukkou no wa Project (Tohoku x Nepal Reconstruction Outreach Project)

15：40 Greetings by 2015 Poland & Switzerland Homestay Participants

16：30 Closing

・Closing Speech Ryuta Goto (Reunion 2015 Committee／Ireland Homestay 2014 Participant)

Fudo

16：30～18：00 After party 

Summary

Program
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HABATAKI Symposium① Presentations

With the theme “Experiencing overseas homestay”, students from each homestay country 

presented their thoughts and experiences, as well as their gratitude for the support.

What we experienced and learned in France will not 
only be with us, but we hope to share it with others.
I believe that there are two types of people: those 
who  “send” information and those who “receive” 
information. I hope to become someone who sends 
and provides information to the world.
“You may lose whatever you bought with money, 
but what you experience can never be stolen or lost. 
Therefore, cherish your memories and experiences”. 
Our escort in France gave us these words. We shall 
do so and do our very best for our own future. We 
are very thankful for this experience!

This spring, we participated in the Support Our Kids 
Charity Auction Dinner and KAKEHASHI Project US 
Program. Our group goal for this program was 
“Share Our Hearts” – we all shared our experiences 
during the disaster with each other prior to 
departure. We don’t know how, what we learned 
will help us in the future. However, we definitely 
know it has become seeds of possibility. We know 
it will not be easy, but we will try our very best. 
Thank you to all who supported us and made this 
trip happen.

We had a chance to visit the Lord Mayor of 
Dublin, Japan Embassy, Kendo Federation and 
presentations at a language school in Ireland. We 
were able to talk about our experiences to 
everyone there. After experiencing the disaster, I 
believe the most important thing to do is 
preparation. At the language school, we were 
able to talk about our own cultures and the 
students of the Kendo Federation taught as a lot 
about the Irish Culture. I am not very good in 
English but I am glad I was able to socialize and 
make new friends. We will continue to do our 
best. 
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Each group had very unique presentations on their trip and experiences.

Australia was an amazing place. We met amazing 
people, had amazing experiences and found 
amazing discoveries of ourselves.
“Take a step forward” – we are working hard to 
step forward. The Support Our Kids team, our 
families, friends and many more have supported 
us. We do not know how to thank you enough. We 
would like to move forward with our future and 
hope for your continued support. Thank you very 
much.

Before departure, we chose our group goal to be 
“Super Positive Thinking”. Whatever we may face, 
we aim to keep our heads up and continue to 
challenge in a positive manner. Participating in this 
program itself was a challenge for us. Although we 
spoke terrible English, we tried to communicate 
and I feel that has made us better. We learned so 
many things through this program. It wouldn’t 
have been the same if it weren’t for all members of 
this group. The two weeks I spent with them are 
on my treasured experiences. From now on, I hope 
to continue to actively participate in Support Our 
Kids’ activities. 

We lost so many from the Great East Japan 
Earthquake, and some of us lost our dreams. 
However, I have a found a dream through this 
overseas homestay program. I realized how big 
our world is, and I developed a different and wider 
perspective of many things. From that, my hopes 
and dreams have also become bigger.
I will never forget my experience in Canada. Thank 
you to everyone who gave us this opportunity. 
Like all the alumni of the Support Our Kids Project, 
we plan to participate in volunteer activities, and 
eventually grow to become adults who can 
contribute to Tohoku.

HABATAKI Symposium① Presentations
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As the main project of HABATAKI, returnees presented the “Tohoku x 

Nepal Reconstruction Outreach Project”.

The HABATAKI Project is a place of Support Our Kids 
participants to put their thoughts to reality. Last year, we 
helped the Support Our Kids Committee with planning and 
management of last year’s reunion, STAND UP SUMMIT 
and more.

◆HABATAKI Project 2015 Report

I wanted to move forward and continue with reconstruction projects after 
the US program so I joined the HABATAKI Project team. I also went to 
Cebu, Philippines for 2 weeks last summer to develop my English skills. I 
was very nervous because it my first time to go abroad, but the teachers 
and the new friends I made me feel comfortable and independent. Going 
abroad alone has boosted my self-confidence and hope to continue on 
doing new challenges.

On April 25, 2015, a big earthquake occurred in Nepal 
and caused great damage and casualties. We realized it 
was a good chance for us to help others and decided to 
have a Support Our Kids program for the children of 
Nepal. We call it “Fukkou no wa Project“ (Tohoku x Nepal 
Reconstruction Outreach Project). This will include cultural 
exchange with children of Tohoku and reflection on what 
they can do to help their hometown. We believe, as 
receivers of all your support, that this is something we 
need to do. We kindly ask for your continued support and 
cooperation.

I participated in the US program 3 years ago. I met people who I 
consider my very best friends. Throughout high school, I was surrounded 
by people who helped, encourage and supported me with all their best. 
As a college student now, I believe it is my turn to provide help and 
support to those who need it.

I participated in the US program in 2013. I experienced a big culture 
shock, and seeing how passionate the around me were, it has 
encouraged me to reconsider my point of view. Within Japan, I have 
participated in the planning and management of Reunion 2014, the 
Nepal project and helped at Support Our Kids booths in various events. I 
hope find my dreams in my own pace as I go on an adventure and 
challenge many things.

◆About the Tohoku × Nepal Reconstruction Outreach Project

◆What I learned from this project

HABATAKI Symposium②
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Photo Report①

◆HABATAKI Photo Exhibition

◆Student Presentations

◆Many of our supporters participated in the event
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Photo Report②
◆Messages from supporters and members of the embassy

◆At the after party

◆Snacks and drinks provided by sponsors

New Zealand Ambassador
H.E. Mark Sinclair

Ireland Ambassador
H.E. Anne Barrington

France Ambassador
H.E. Thierry Dana

Embassy of Canada  
Counsellor

Ms. Patricia Ockwell

Switzerland Ambassador
H.E. Urs Bucher

Former Boston 
Red Sox Manager

Mr. Bobby Valentine

Professional Wheelchair 
Tennis Player

Mr. Shingo Kunieda

Former Yomiuri 
Giants Manager

Mr. Tatsunori Hara

Australian-Japan Foundation
Mr. Murray McLean

Laurasian Institution
Ms. Patty Breun

Media: The event was featured on the news section of Tohoku Broadcasting

November 29, 2015

Tohoku Broadcasting News
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Parents’ Association ／HABATAKI Workshop

◆Parents’ Association

◆HABATAKI Workshop

We held the 4th Parents’ Association gathering for report of this year’s activities and to 

create a better network for all guardians. It was a very significant gathering as we 

talked about the changes they’ve seen in their children after their overseas experience.

The HABATAKI Workshop was held for a chance to prepare for student 

preparations, workshops and activities report of HABATAKI – all prepared, 

managed and scheduled by the students. 



Support Our Kids Committee
2-16-6 3F Kojimachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 〒102-0083 

TEL:03-6272-6252 E-mail：info@jidai.or.jp 

Web：http://support-our-kids.org/ja/  Facebook：https://www.facebook.com/jidai.or.jp

Embassay of Ireland
Embassy of the United States
British Embassy
Australian Embassy
Embassy of  Canada
Embassy of the Republic of 
San Marino
Embassy of Switzerland
New Zealand Embassy
Embassy of France
Embassy of Belgium
Embassy of the Republic of Poland

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Japan
Prime Minister of Japan

Japanese Red Cross Society

3.11JUKU
90 Plus Wine Club
Academy Corporation
Accordia Golf Co.,Ltd
ACO
Ad Networks
AHI ROOFING LIMITED
Air France
Air New Zealand
Akai Masaru no Souka no Kai
All Nippon Airways Co.,Ltd
Alpine Tour Service Co.,Ltd
ANA Holdings Inc.
Andaz Tokyo
ANZCCJ

ANZCO FOODS JAPAN LTD
Apamanshop Network Co.,Ltd.
Asia Matters
Atom Tsuka Committee Sendai
Azalee Group
Bancorp Wealth Management Limited
Big Holiday Co.,Ltd
Boulangerie Eric Kayser Japon Inc.
Bourbon Corporation Japan
Canal Café
CatalogHouse Ltd.
Chiba Institute of Technology
Chuo Real Estate Appraisal
Cimecos Inc.
Club Australia
Culture Convenience Club Co.,Ltd.
DARGAVILL HIGHSCHOOL
e.i.l.
Eight Corporation
The Emerald Ball
Emerald Cultural Institute
Embassy of the Republic of Poland
Fedex Corporation
Fine Grade Wool Club
Fonterra Japan
Fuji International Speedway
Futuro 
Glopath Inc.
Golf Partner Co.,Ltd
Green Core Ltd
HAPPO-EN
Hoken Sekkeisha
Horipro Inc.
Iing Co.,Ltd
IMG JAPAN

International Women's Club JAPAN Foundation
Inter-plain
Ishikawa Body Care Center 
ISISGreenwich
Ito En, Ltd
Itohara Suisan
Itsumo
Izumiya Tokyoten
JANZ
JANZ Ladies
Japan Culture of Automobile Promotion
Japan FM Network
Japan Habitat Association
Japan Red Cross Society
Japanese American Association of New York
Japonaide
JASBCO
JEB Co.,Ltd
JSM Ltd.
Kabushiki Kaisha Wada
Kabushiki Kaisha Well
Kan Kenchiku Sekkei Jimusho
Kintetsu Corporation
Koden Electronics Co.,Ltd
Kodomo no Tame No Shiba Kikin K.K.
KOSE Corporation
KSG
Kyoritsu Printing Group
LABO International Exchange Foundation
MAC Space & Station
MAIYA
Mandarin Oriental Hotel Group
Maruto Co.,Ltd
Mazda Motor Corporation
Message Design Center

Michelin Japan
Mitsubishi Corporation
Mitsubishi Shokuhin Co.,Ltd
Mori Building Co.,Ltd
MOUNT ALBERT GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Nakamura Co.,Ltd
NES Global Inc.
New Otani Co.,Ltd
New Sanno Hotel
New Zealand Tourism
New Zealand Trade and Enterprise
Niwano Kikaku Promotion
Noritsu Koki Co.,Ltd
NPO JAPA
NPO Japan Olympic Academy
NZEDU
nz-navi.com
Office48 Co.,Ltd
PACE Sports Management
Photocreate Co.,Ltd.

Plain Corporation
Plankton Co.,Ltd
PRINCE HOTELS INC.
RH Traveler
Rotary Club of Toronto – Forest Hill
Samantha Thavasa Japan Limited
SANDEN HOLDINGS CORPORATION
Save the Children Japan
Sekisho Corporation
Shichigahama Kokusai Matsuri

ShinkikaiShunpukai

Soushinkai

SPE Co.,Ltd

Sunsas Corp.

Suntory Liquors Limited
Susan Rockefeller
SYS Inc.
Takara Motors
Takata Corporation
Takenaka Teien Ryokka
TBC Tohoku Broadcasting
TBS
Tempo Primo Japan Co.,Ltd
TEMWAS Co.,Ltd
The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation
Tohoku Fukushi University
Tokyo Aircraft Instrument Co.,Ltd
Tokyo American Club
Tokyo Big Sight Inc.
Tokyo Dome Hotel
TOKYO FM
Tokyo Gas
Tokyo Tower
Toranomon Jitsugyo Kaikan Co.,Ltd
Toyota Motor Corporation
Tsukiji Tamura
Ujie Super
Usami Kohyu Corp.
Wakiya Group
Yoshida Camera main store in Sendai
Yoshimoto Kogyo Co.,Ltd
Yoshizawa Hiroshi Houritsu Jimusho
Tezuka Productions
Heroes Edutainment Co.,Ltd

We also received donations from individuals
(Honorific Titles are omitted)

◆「Support Our Kids｣ Supporters and Sponsors

◆「Support Our Kids｣ Organizing Committee
Akemi Niyama (Chairman, Sendai New Zealand Society)

Anne Barrington (Ambassador of Ireland to Japan)

Arun Nangia (General Manager Japan, National Australia Bank Limited)

Aya Komaki (Executive Director, NPO Hello Dream)

Azusa Hayashi (Former Ambassador of Japan to Belgium)

Bobby Valentine (Former Coach of Red Sox Baseball Team)

Bruce Miller (Ambassador of Australia to Japan)

Chikao Kawai (Vice Minister for Ministry of Foreign Affairs )

Christian Masset (Former Ambassador of France to Japan)

Cyryl Kozaczewski (Ambassador of the Republic of Poland)

Daniel Fuji (CEO, Black Stone Japan Co.,Ltd)

Dean Sadler (CEO, Ad Network Co.,Ltd)

Deborah Hayden (Former General Manager, Kreab Gavin Anderson)

Denjiro Yonemura (CEO, Science Production Inc)

Dr. Masahi Saito (Physician in fields of Cancer and Anti-aging, New York)

Ed Overy (Former General Manager Japan and Korea, Air New Zealand)

Fuminori Kozono (President, Kyowa Exeo Corporation)

Gary S. Moriwaki (Chairman, Japanese American Association of New York)

Hidenori Asano (President, Four Seeds Corporation)

Hideyuki Nabeshima (Senior Executive Vice President, Mitsubishi Corporation)

Hideyuki Sakai (Vice President, International Management Group)

Hiro Matsuoka (CEO, Toho-Towa Co.,Ltd)

Hirofumi Nishiyama (President, Yomiuri Joho Kaihatsu Co.,Ltd)

Hiroki Akagi (President, Civic Pride Co., Ltd)

Hiromi Mori (Author)

Hiromi Tagawa (President & CEO, Japan Travel Bureau)

Hironobu Shibuya (Chairman, Public Interest Incorporated Associations Save the Children Japan)

Hiroo Mori (CEO and President, Mori Building)

Hiroshi Inoue (Chairman, Tokyo Broadcasting System Holdings Inc)

Hiroshi Kawauchi (Head of Academy Corporation)

Hiroshi Tachi (Actor)

Hirotsugu Nishimoto (President, Noritsu Koki Co.,Ltd)

Hiroyuki Kitamaki (President, CUBE Inc.)

Ian Kennedy (Former Ambassador of New Zealand to Japan)

Isao Yoshino (Chairman of the Board, Yoshimoto Kogyo Co.,Ltd)

Jack K. Sakazaki (President, 90 Plus Wine Club)

John Hundleby (Japan Market Manager, Beef & Lamb New Zealand Ltd)

John Kirwan (Former National Coach of Japan Rugby Football Team)

John Neary (Former Ambassador of Ireland toJapan)

John V. Roos (Former Ambassador of the United States of America to Japan)

Jon Doherty (Co-Founder, Time Out in NZ)

Jonathan T. Fried (Former Ambassador of Canada to Japan)

Junichi Sakomoto (President, Shochiku Co.,Ltd)

Junya Ishida (CEO, Golf Partner Co., Ltd))

Kaori Higo (Professional Golf Player)

Katsunori Noda (President, Kyoritsu Printing Group)

Kenichi Mafuji (President & CEO, Keiei Senryaku Godo Jimusho Inc)

Kenjiro Shinozuka (Rally Driver)

Kenshi Chomei (Director of Global Strategic Department, Hope Line Co., Ltd)

Koji Kato (Chairman 2013-2014, The Rotary Club of Tokyo-Shiba)

Koji Kurusu M.D., Ph.D. (Chairman, Azalee Group)

Kojiro Shiraishi (Sailor, Sea Adventurer)

Kotaro Shiba (President, One & Presence Holdings)

Kuniji Maruyama (President, Maruyama Nori Co.,Ltd)

Lou Thompson (Managing Director, Essentially Group)

Luc Liebaut (Ambassador of Belgium to Japan) 

Makoto Kinjyo (President, ANZCO Foods Japan Co., Ltd)

Manlio Cadelo (Ambassador of the Republic of San Marino to Japan)

Mari Christine (Cultural Communicator, UN Human Settlements Programme Goodwill Ambassador)

Mark Kennerley (Former President, Fonterra Japan Ltd)

Mark Sinclair (Ambassador of New Zealand to Japan)

Masakazu Hirano (Chairman, Labo International Exchange Foundation)

Masaki Seki (CEO, Sekisho Corporation)

Masamichi Ujiie (Regional Vice President, Federal Express North Pacific)
Masamitsu Sakurai (Chairman of the Board, Ricoh Company Ltd)
Masanori Murakami (Former Major League Player)
Masaru Akai ( Flower Artist)
Masashi Sugita (CEO, SYS Inc)
Mayumi Nina Sakazaki (President, JSM Consulting Co.,Ltd)
Ma’a Allan Nonu (Rugby Player, All Blacks)
Mia Evans (General Manager, Bancorp Wealth Management Ltd)
Michael Larch (Director, Evolution Capital Management LLC)
Michiomi Fukita (President, Tokyo FM Broadcasting Co.,Ltd)
Mitoji Yabunaka (Adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs)
Mitsunori Torihara (Chairman of Japanese Paralympic Committee)
Mitsuo Tsukahara (Vice Chairman of the Japan Gymnastic Association)
Morihiro Kodama (Adviser, Nichion Inc)
Moriyasu Kawamura (CEO, Toranomon Jitsugyo Kaikan Co.,Ltd)
Naoki Yamazaki (President, Up-Front Works Co.,Ltd)
Naoko Dalla Valle (Owner, Dalla Valle Vineyards)
Naoya Kakizoe ( Former President and CEO, Nippon Suisan Kaisha Ltd)
Nobuyoshi Tsubota ( Baseball glove maker)
Norio Shiraishi (CEO, Benefit One Inc)
Osamu Wada (CEO, Wada Co.,Ltd)
Robert Bell (CEO, ANZ Japan)
Ryusuke Honjyo (CEO, Kabusiki Kaisha Green Core)
Ryusuke Kamata (CEO and President, Accordia Golf Co.,Ltd)
Saburo Usami (CEO, Usami Kohyu Corp)
Sadatomo Matsudaira (Professor, Kyoto University of Arts and Design)
Satoru Komiyama (Baseball Analyst & Commentator)
Satoshi Kawata (COO, SBI Pharmaceuticals Co.,Ltd)
Shannon Walker (Former PR Executive, Tourism NZ)
Shaun Conroy (Former New Zealand Trade and Enterprise)
Shigeaki Saegusa (Chairman, 3.11 JUKU Cultural & Sports Organization))
Shigefumi Matsuzawa (Former Mayor of Kanagawa Prefecture)
Shin Maeda (President, Nippon Television City Corporation)
Shinichiro Ito (President and CEO, All Nippon Airways Co.,Ltd)
Shinji Harada (Musician)
Shintaro Tsuji (President, Sanrio Co.,Ltd)
Shoichi Matsushita (CEO, Kabusiki Kaisha Matsuyu)
Sir David Warren (Former HM Ambassador to Japan)
Takashi Tamura (Owner, Tsukiji Tamura)
Takayuki Furuta (Director, Future Robotics Technology Center at Chiba Institute of Technology)
Takeshi Inoue (CEO, Mitsubishi Shokuhin Co.,Ltd))
Tatsunori Hara (Former Manager of Yomiuri Giants)
Terumasa Hino (Jazz Trumpeter)
Tetsuya Kobayashi (President, Kinki Nippon Railway Co.,Ltd)
Tim Williams (Chairman, Wine In Style Co.,Ltd)
Toru Shimada (CMO, Rakuten Inc)
Toshihiro Takahashi (Former Ambassador of Japan to New Zealand)
Toshinori Aoshima (Founder, Time Out in NZ)
Toshio Shiba (Chairman, Kodomo No Tame No Shiba Kikin K.K.)
Tsugio Amai (Chairman, KSG)
Tsuneo Yoshida (Director, NPO Japan Network for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect)
Urs Bucher (Ambassador of Switzerland to Japan)
Wataru Goto (Chairman, Tokyo Metropolitan Television Broadcasting Corporation)
Yasunori Iwasaki (CEO, Big Holiday Co.,Ltd)
Yasuo Fukuda (Former Prime Minister of Japan, Chairman of Japan New Zealand Parliamentary Friendship League)
Yasushi Akimoto (Producer)
Yasushi Yoshida (President, Bourbon Corporation Japan)
Yojiro Terada (Racing Driver)
Yokichi Osato (CEO , AMUSE Inc)
Yoshiharu Habu (Professional Shogi Player)
Yoshihito Tanabe (President, FM Osaka)
Yoshinori Ida (Chairman and Director, Isuzu Motors Limited)
Yoshio Kusama (Former Mayor of Takahagi City)
Yoshiomi Tamai (Chairman, NPO Ashinaga)
Yoshiro Mori (Former Prime Minister of Japan, Chairman of Japan Rugby Football Union)
Yu Jan Chen (President, Global Sales and Marketing for Zespri International Limited )
Yu Okada (CEO, Takara Motors)
Yuji Wakiya (Owner, Wakiya Ichiemicharo)
Yukari Morikawa (Musician)
Yukari Oohinata (CEO, EcoLove Co.,Ltd)
Yuko Arimori (Head of NPO Hearts of Gold)
Yuko Hanyu (Owner, Canal Cafe)
Yutaka Takehana （President & CEO, Tokyo Big Sight）

Yukiatsu Akizawa (Chairman, NPO Jidai no Souzou Koubou)

(Honorific titles are omitted)


